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From the Chairman
Rev’d Jon Ehlers

Lutherans in the UK are often
asked, ‘What do you believe?’.
While statistics show worldwide there are roughly
70 million people claiming to be Lutheran, in the
UK we are few and far between. Therefore,
Lutherans are unfamiliar to many and they won-
der what it is we believe, teach, and confess. 
So here is a brief summary of what Lutherans
believe. Lutherans stand on the four solas (onlys)
of the Christian faith: only Jesus, only Scripture,
only by grace, and only through faith. 
ONLY JESUS
Jesus Christ, true God and true man, is at the
heart of Lutheranism. Everything either leads to
the crucified and risen Jesus or it flows out from
Him. Without Christ there is nothing. This Jesus
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem some
2,000 years ago. He is truly and completely God
and a human being. The Creator of the universe
was held in Mary’s arms. Jesus, the Incarnate
Word, lived a perfect and sinless life (John 1:14;
17:1-5). The Word made flesh, was crucified out-
side Jerusalem and like the lamb led to the
slaughter carried upon Himself our sins and iniq-
uities (Isaiah 53:6; 1 Peter 2:25).
On the third day, Jesus physically rose from the
dead, showing Himself to over 500 people
demonstrating that He had defeated our ultimate
enemies of sin, death, and evil (1 Corinthians
15:1-11). After 40 days, Jesus ascended into
heaven where both His divine and human
natures are at God’s right hand and now He rules
and reigns in all glory and majesty Revelation
1:12-18). He is not static, as if tied to the throne,
but is active and dynamic as He works through
His Word and sacrament bringing many to faith.
Jesus is the only way to the Father (John 14:6);
He is the only means by which our sins can be
forgiven and salvation received (Acts 4:12; John
5:24). Only Jesus’ work of redemption avails
before God (Galatians 3:13; Titus 2:14). We can

add noth-
ing to what
He has
done for
us. Only Jesus has kept the Law perfectly
(Hebrews 4:15; Matthew 5:17). Only Jesus is the
once for all sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 9:25,26).
Only Jesus allows us to come into the Father’s
presence as beloved children (John 1:12; 3:16).
ONLY SCRIPTURE
This Jesus, and the salvation He brings, is only
revealed in Holy Scripture. Lutherans base their
understanding of the Bible on its revelation of
Jesus Christ.
Holy Scripture, like Jesus, is also both completely
divine and human. God inspired the many
authors of the Bible to write what they did but
they were not robots; they used their own gifts,
vocabulary, and ideas to express what God
desired to be expressed. Through historic narra-
tive, prophecy, poetry, parable, and other genres,
the biblical authors revealed God’s Word to us.  
Both Old and New Testaments are read
Christologically, as Christ is at the heart of all
Scripture – “All that is written in the Law,
prophets, and Psalms is written about me”, Jesus
said (Luke 24:44).
In the Bible God speaks to us in Law and Gospel.
The Law informs us of what we are to do to be
right before God. The problem is that we are
unable to live according to the Law’s demands.
Living according to the Law always ends in
hypocrisy or despair. Ultimately the Law con-
demns and drives us to despair. Lutheran’s call
this use of the Law a mirror because it shows us
up for who we truly are – sinners.
But that is where the Gospel kicks in. While the
Law drives us to despair, the Gospel – that which
Jesus has done for us in His death and resurrec-
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tion – now saves us, by recreating us. It comforts
and fills us with joy because we are told that all
things necessary are done in Jesus. Life, forgive-
ness, peace, joy, and salvation are all given to us
as a free gift.  
ONLY GRACE
Grace is God’s undeserved love for the sinner as
revealed in Jesus and His work to save us.
Lutherans do not worship a God far off but a God
who comes to us because we cannot go to Him.
Our God is a down-to-earth God. A God who
comes to us in human flesh and blood. A God so
committed to saving us that He would suffer the
pain and humiliation of the cross.  A God who,
against all human expectation, so loves His
rebellious creation that he would become a curse
to save it.
And all of this Good News is a free gift for you!
Jesus died and rose again, not so that you could
become better, reform your evil ways, or find a
formula for riches and blessing. No, He does all
this for us freely to save us from evil and death.
We can add nothing to what Jesus has done for
us. If we could, then why did Jesus die? God’s
love for us is grace, free gift!  
ONLY FAITH
It is only faith that grasps this promise of God
and makes it real in our lives. Faith hears the
promises of God, believes them, and lives joyfully
according to them. Life is now lived according to
God’s will, not because we can earn His favour
by our behaviour but because we eagerly desire

to do His will as a joyful response to His love for
us. God does not need our good works but our
family, co-workers, fellow citizens, and world
need them.
This is not merely a theory; instead, it is concrete
and real. Lutherans stress the for you of the
Gospel. God loves everyone but ultimately God
loves you. Jesus forgives all sins but ultimately
Jesus forgives all your sins. God’s promises of
life, forgiveness, and salvation are for everyone
but specifically they are for you. Faith hears and
receives the word of promise God has for you.
Therefore faith desires to be found where God
promises to be – in His Scriptures, in His Church,
in His Sacraments, in Jesus!
The Reformation Martin Luther began 500 years
ago was based on Christ alone, Scripture alone,
grace alone, and faith
alone. In the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church of England, this
confession still lives on.
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News from Lutheran Radio UK
Rev. Jaime Kriger, LRUK Manager
On March 5th Lutheran Radio UK celebrated its 5th

anniversary! We thank God for all his good gifts
to us!
In April the Lutheran Church in Papua New
Guinea has requested permission to broadcast
LRUK programmes on FM across Papua New
Guinea.
Dear Rev. Jaime Kriger,
Greetings from the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Papua New Guinea.
We, the Lutheran Communications Centre staff
would kindly like to ask for permission for the
rebroadcasting of Lutheran Radio UK pro-
grammes. The Lutheran Church in PNG has a
membership of about 1.3 million people but it is
challenging to reach out to the congregations, as
they are mostly scattered in hardly accessible
areas. For this reason, we are about to start a
FM radio ministry with a main station in Lae, the
second largest city of PNG. In a second step, we
will be trying to reach out to the congregations
with smaller FM repeater stations that are con-
nected to a low bandwidth internet live stream.
We are looking forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely, Thorsten Krafft, Advisor
They have requested use of the following pro-
grammes: Cross Encounters, Sunday Cantata,
Faith that Functions, Love Letters, The Acts of
the Apostles, Health Matters, The Lutheran
Inquisitor, the Lord’s Prayer, Songs of Hope, and

Straight Answers to Awkward Questions.
This is just under a thousand programmes and
hundreds of hours of content making LRUK fea-
turing very heavily on their programme schedule.
PNG is the fourth overseas broadcaster of LRUK
programmes. 
In June, another radio station, KAGR 92.1 FM
from Arapahoe, Nebraska started using LRUK
programmes. This is the third radio station the
Kansas/Nebraska area using our programmes.
The station is managed by Pastor Reverend
James Moshier who is also pastor of Trinity
Lutheran (LC-MS) Church. He reports:
“Lutheran Radio UK programmes proved to be
very popular. We have settled on Cross
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Encounters and Straight Answers as regulars in
the rotation as they received quite a lot of posi-
tive feedback. In addition, we have sampled
Lutheran Radio News, The Lutheran Inquisitor,
The Architecture of Worship, A Lutheran Walk
through London and the Sunday Cantata from
time to time.  We will be using those as back up
and fill in when some other local sources have
not updated.  The Lutheran Inquisitor and
Lutheran Radio News were also popular.  People
enjoy the positive message, the joyful way the
content is presented, the rock-solid content,
depth, clearly spoken word and "thought provok-
ing" in a very good way, was a common com-
ment. Some of our listeners also commented that
they enjoyed hearing the English accent and the
English language actually being spoken correctly
... in contrast with much of the radio content on
popular American radio”.
And just so you know, the other three radio sta-
tions using LRUK programmes are:
Radio Cristo Para Todos, online radio station of
the IELB in Brazil
KNGN – Kansas Nebraska Good News, middle
wave radio station based in McCook, Nebraska
KNNA, FM radio station broadcasting from
Lincoln, Nebraska
Please remember Lutheran Radio UK in your
prayers – and listen in – after all, it’s all about
Christ to all God’s people!

Lutheran Radio UK Contact Details:
Email: info@lutheranradio.co.uk

Letter: 25 Westfield Lane, Cambridge, Cambridgeshire CB4 3QS, England, UK
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Special Feature:Special Feature:
Westfield HouseWestfield House
What is Westfield House?
Westfield House is the house of theological
studies of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of England in Cambridge. It was established
in 1962 and provides theological education
for women and men with a particular focus on working in the church. Students come to
Westfield House not only from the United Kingdom but from a variety of countries and insti-
tutions – notably the two seminaries of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, the Concordia
Universities, and from Lutheran churches in Africa. Westfield House is an Affiliate Centre of
the University of London International Programmes. Students at Westfield House also have
leave to attend to lectures at the University of Cambridge Faculty of Divinity.

Already at Westfield House we have settled into
the rhythm of academic life, as our ‘new’ aca-
demic year began in August 2017 with the arrival
of 16 students – 15 of them new to Westfield and
the UK, and one returning to continue his studies
with us. Often referred to as ‘the crossroads of
global Lutheranism’, Westfield House seeks to
serve the Lutheran Church, both in the UK and
overseas, by training students who are from the
UK or countries where there is limited access to
confessional Lutheran instruction, or who require
a higher academic qualification to teach in their
home seminary. Westfield also offers a study
abroad programme for students from seminaries
and Lutheran colleges in other countries. 

Each year we participate in the ‘International
Study’ fairs organised by the Concordia
Universities in the USA, in some cases with help
from our alumni. For example, Rev. Michael
Brown, Associate Pastor of Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, who studied at
Westfield for a year during his St Louis seminary
programme, regularly sets up a stand for
Westfield House and speaks to students of
Concordia University Nebraska (CUNE) This is
bearing fruit, as the second study abroad student
from CUNE, Aidan Moon, arrived at Westfield
House this autumn, and others have expressed
interest in coming in future years. We received
our first student from Concordia Texas in the
Spring 2017 semester. A keen amateur photogra-
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pher, Matthew Brooks was so enthusiastic about
his time at Westfield that two more CUT students
have come this autumn, Breyanna Weekly and
Monica Rios.
And who wouldn’t be enthusiastic about the oppor-
tunity to study at Westfield House, attend lectures
at the University of Cambridge, go on field trips,
visit ELCE congregations and travel around the UK
and continental Europe? Students taking the
Westfield module, ‘Christianity and the Arts’, visit
cathedrals, churches and museums in London,
Cambridge and beyond. A visit to Ely Cathedral
and the Stained Glass Museum is a regular feature

Students love the tour up the 172 steps of the octagon tower, looking down into the cathedral from the
‘angel panels’ and seeing the far reaching views from the roof.  Each semester two or three Westfield
Sundays are arranged at ELCE congregations, usually combined with an opportunity to stop at a his-
toric site such as Stonehenge.
Concordia University Irvine (CUI) continues to send 8 – 10 students to Westfield House each Autumn.
Now into the third year of the partnership with CUI, we can safely say that this programme has con-
tributed substantially to both the quality and numbers of our undergraduate students and we look for-
ward to developing this relationship with the institution in the years ahead. Most recently, a renewed

closer working with the
Valparaiso University
Overseas programme, may
offer further new possibilities
in the near future.
In addition to the full-time
teaching provided by Dr Joel
Humann and Dr Boris
Gunjević and the additional
teaching provided by Dr
Cynthia Lumley, over the past
two years Westfield House
benefited from the teaching
assistance and work of  the
Concordia Irvine study direc-
tors Dr Jim Bachman and Dr
Susan Bachman. Sadly, we
said farewell to them in May
as they headed back to the
USA to retire in Colorado.
This year we are commencing
a trial of the programme with-
out deployed study directors.
We continue to benefit greatly
from the continuing work of
Rev. George Samiec in the
area of Pastoral Theology,
and have been greatly assist-
ed also with the help of otherJonah Kaufmann and Megan Hasty Megan McKim
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adjunct instructors
including Rev. Claudio
Flor and Dr Lidija
Gunjević.
Westfield is seeking to
expand its study abroad
offering. In order to satis-
fy accreditation require-
ments, a further degree
is required in all taught
subject areas. During the
past year the Principal
completed a Masters
degree in Christianity
and the Arts and the
Preceptor will be
embarking on a Masters
programme in the com-
ing year. 
Last year Westfield
received our first student
from Bulgaria, Nikolay
Slavkov. Nikolay has
been sent by the Istanbul
Lutheran church and is
continuing his studies for
the University of London
Bachelor of Divinity and
Westfield House
Certificate in Lutheran
Ministry, after which he
hopes to complete a vic-
arage and become the
first Bulgarian speaking
Lutheran pastor in
Bulgaria. In February

2017 Nikolay received a scholar-
ship from the Glen Zweck
Memorial Fund that enabled him
to attend the annual meeting of
the Network of Young Lutherans
which, in this Reformation
anniversary year, included visits
to the Luther sites. 
Over the past year, three former
Westfield students from Africa
have been ordained as Lutheran
pastors. Mohamed Gurhan from
Somalia was ordained as the first
pastor of the Somali Lutheran

Autumn 2016 students: Carmel McGee, Jared Peterson, Lauren Schone, Jonah Laws, Colter Knippa, Sam St John,
Aaron Borkovec, Benjamin Lange, Emma Stanton, Madison Kreinheder

Spring 2017 students:
Kimberly Gaona, Christine Nguyen, Mel Malanowski



9October 2017

Church in Addis Ababa on Sunday
11th December 2016. Another for-
mer Westfield student, Mekonen
Geremew from Ethiopia, assisted.
John Donkoh, who has been a stu-
dent of Westfield House for several
years, arrived back in Cambridge in

November 2016, following his ordi-
nation by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana. He spent the rest
of the academic year at Westfield
House, completing his dissertation
(which he passed with distinction)
and studying for his final exams. He
has just one more module to com-

Nikolay Slavkov ...
To travel to Wittenberg in the year when Lutherans from all
around the world celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation’s ‘official’ start is not that much a dream come true
but an answered prayer.
In the first year of my theological studies, I realise that the one
thing a student in Divinity would always appreciate is the possi-
bility to transform their written homework, the countless books
they read and the various theories they get bombarded with
into practice. Why is that so important? Because the knowledge
we gain at Westfield House is personally involved with our per-
sonalities and beliefs. In that sense, then, to go to Martin
Luther’s town, sit in the church where he used to preach, and
visit Melanchthon’s house is history becoming alive. In this spe-
cial reality one cannot think of anything else but the past. 

NYLT (Network of Young Lutheran Theologians)
is, however, a seminar that looks back in time
not in order to show great honour and respect to
the beginners of the Reformation movement but
to express their thanks through sustaining the
confessional ideas and practices and their impli-
cation in the different religious context we have
to deal with nowadays. Here is where the culmi-
nating point of the practice of my studies took
place, namely in the fellowship and sharing with
young Lutherans from all around
Europe, who have a faithful
heart towards the future of
Christianity. 
I want to express my gratitude to
Glenn Zweck Memorial
Scholarship and to all the peo-
ple who have provided the fund-
ing for my first international
meeting with other Lutherans.
This great experience would not
have been possible without your
support!

Joh
n D

on
koh
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plete in order to receive the BD
degree. John’s studies here
have equipped him to teach at
the Lutheran seminary in
Ghana, in addition to his pas-
toral work. John reflects on his
time at Westfield House: “I have
been inspired and encouraged
by the dedication and commit-
ment of the Westfield House
Leadership to the Lord’s call to
“hand on that teaching to reli-
able men who in turn will be
qualified to teach others …” 2
Timothy 2:2 (REB).
“I am very grateful for the
prayer and financial support
provided by Friends of

Westfield to make my stay and
studies in Westfield House,
Cambridge a possibility.”
Jean Rajoanasy from the
Malagasy Lutheran Church was
ordained on 20th August 2017.
(See a separate article for more on
Jean.)
Certainly one highlight of the
past academic year was the
immensely successful
Reformation 500 Seminar: New
Perspectives on Luther,
coordinated by Dr Gunjević,
which brought world-class
scholars to Westfield House for
an immensely fruitful three days
of learning and exchange of
ideas. The seminar was further-
more an excellent complement
to a very rewarding Pastors’
Study Week.
During the past 12 months,
Westfield House has hosted
students, seminars and schol-
ars, said many ‘hellos’ and
‘goodbyes’, passed two inspec-
tions and, through everything,
rejoiced at the many ways in
which God has blessed our
work, students, staff and faculty.
Westfield House is a very
important ELCE institution. In
order to remain ready to receive

and train ministerial and dia-
conal candidates for service in
the ELCE, it is essential that we
maintain a recognised academ-
ic programme and attract a
diverse student body. Westfield
is also a globally recognised
asset to the church at large. We
receive many enquiries from
church bodies who have a need
for theological training but the
number of these students we
can accept is limited by the
availability of scholarship fund-
ing. We thank God for the many
supporters who donate their
time and talents, as well as
money, to enable Westfield
House to continue to operate as
an accredited and recognised
academic institution. To him be
the glory!

Farewell and Godspeed Drs Susan and Jim Bachmann

NEWSNEWS
The Revd Dr Ronald R Feuerhan Library
In May Westfield House received nearly 650 books from the Feuerhahn
library, a wonderful blessing!  The books have all been assigned numbers
(with help from volunteers from St Luke’s, Oviedo, Florida, USA) and are
ready for the information to be entered into our library catalogue. 

www.westfieldhouse.org.uk
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The Road toThe Road to
OrdinationOrdination
Pastor Jean Rajaonasy
Warm greetings from Madagascar to
all readers of The British Lutheran
around the world and especially to
all brothers and sisters in Christ
across the UK! Greetings in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
I am so pleased to speak to you
again in The British Lutheran. Our
big news is that Aina and I are
expecting a baby girl due at the end
of November. Our daughter Hannah
who is nearly 6 years old is very
impatient to meet her little sister!

I am very happy to tell you that I was ordained to the office of the pastoral ministry on Sunday 20th

August at the headquarters of my home synod, Ihosy, in Madagascar. Six men were ordained,
including myself, and more than 4,000 members from around the synod – and a few from other
synods – came to the gathering. It has been a long journey for me to ordination which is not the
end of the road but a beginning of my pastoral ministry – a beginning of a new chapter in my life.
My journey began in earnest when I received a letter of approval from my synod to study at
Westfield House in 2008. However due to difficulties with visas, I could only start my study at
Westfield House in January 2011. I travelled to the UK with Aina and we stayed at Westfield 
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House for 6 months and returned home in June. Unfortunately
Aina was not allowed to return to the UK because of the visa regu-
lations and so we made the decision that I would return to study
and Aina would remain in Madagascar. This became our life for 4
years. It was a life full of many challenges – particularly after
Hannah was born. But, I am very thankful to God for His promises
and for sustaining us to go through this time so that I could com-
plete my studies. I am also very thankful to my family in Christ
within the ELCE – I mean all of you without distinction – for you
have been so nice to me and to my family who remained in
Madagascar and did your best by supporting me to be able to see
them at least once during the nine months of study each year. May
God bless you all! We have no better words to express our grateful

hearts. 
I did not feel lonely but certainly at
home because of you. Westfield House
is an exceptional Christian community.
So far in my experience, there is noth-
ing like Westfield House and I terribly
miss you all, all the time. Although I
was a student from a far-away country,
Westfield House and the ELCE made
me feel certainly at home. Thank you
so much! I do hope that God may give
me the opportunity to come back to the
UK sometime in a future to serve you
in Christ even just for a short period of
time. This my desire and I think it is fair
to do so.
My studies at Westfield House finished
in May 2015. I received the Certificate
of Lutheran Ministry from Westfield
House and the Bachelor of Divinity
through the University of London. The
year after, my family and I had a
chance to go to the Netherlands for a
year working on my Master of Arts in
the field of intercultural theology. After
finishing my Master’s degree, I was
asked by the Church here to complete
my curacy in order to be ordained. 
And now I am ordained and there is

lots of work to do! I have three ‘tasks’ – teaching at one of our small seminaries, helping at the
Lutheran Cultural Centre in my city where I continue teaching English as my main task, and I’m
also an Assistant Pastor in my local congregation helping the Pastor.
Thank you all for your prayers and support – financially and spiritually. Thank you also to the
Friends of Westfield House for the scholarship that opened this wonderful door for me. God bless
you all! 
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During the summer …During the summer …
A group of 15 members of St
Luke’s Lutheran Church,
Oviedo, Florida, USA, organ-
ised a holiday in Cambridge,
donated funds and gave a
considerable amount of time to
help with several projects
around Westfield – we now
have a 20 bike cycle shelter,
shiny gates and a beautifully
decorated foyer, not to men-
tion the processing of the
Feuerhahn library books. We
also had a great deal of fun
with the group, including trips
to Dover, Canterbury and the
Cotswolds. The congregation
has expressed interest in
sending another group next
summer and we are working
with them to develop more
tours and additional projects
which they will also fund. 

ELCE Notices at a glance ...
Anniversary of Ordination (2017)
15 years – Sunday Effiong

Joel Humann
20 years – Didzis Stilve
2 Corinthians 3:4,5

Favourite Bookmarks

www.lutheran.co.uk
www.lutheranradio.co.uk

www.westfieldhouse.org.uk
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The 63The 63 rdrd ELCE SYNODICAL CONVENTIONELCE SYNODICAL CONVENTION
Theme: “The Reformation – is it still relevant?”Theme: “The Reformation – is it still relevant?”
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he

who promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23 ESV)
29th, 30th September 2017 – Resurrection, Cambridge

A Lutheran synodical convention in
2017? 500 years after those nail blows
on the door of the castle church in
Wittenberg? Will the people come? 
You bet! So many people attended this
year’s ELCE Synodical Convention and
Budget Conference and that ELCE
Chairman Rev. Jon Ehlers quipped
towards the end of two days that no
one usually will believe you that you
had a good time at synod but they
would most certainly be wrong for the
business sessions were quite robust at
times, the speakers gracious and seek-
ing the best for all, the worship uplifting,
and the food and fellowship … wow,
the smiles, the noise of the conversa-
tions and the amazing food meant that
people were having a good time – like
a family reunion or the meeting of old
friends and making new ones! Thank
you Resurrection for such wonderful
hospitality!
Still sceptical? Then ask your delegate!
Each ELCE congregation was repre-
sented this year – and the closing ses-
sion in which congregations share their
stories – what’s been happening this
past year – always a good time at the
convention – was this year particularly
powerful. There was an undercurrent of
hope and courage about facing the
future – we are not alone for God is
with us and we have support and
encouragement from each other. We
can constantly give thanks to God (St
Peter) – know we are blessed in so
many ways (St Columba) – go through
tough times such as the aftermath of
fires (St Timothy) and keep going – not
act as investors of a company that
seems to be failing when things are

Mr John Hipkin – Cambridge City Councillor for Castle Ward; Mr John Bridge OBE DL –
On behalf of HM Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire Mrs Julie Spence OBE QPM; 
The Rev. Jon Ehlers – ELCE Chairman

The Rev. Jaime Kriger – Resurrection, Cambridge & LRUK Manager; The Rev’d Susanne
Fischer – German Lutheran Church in Cambridge; The Rev’d Alison Walker – Castle
Street Methodist Church

Offering for the Student Aid Fund £144.39
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tough but doggedly stick together and learn
that God doesn’t abandon us (St David) – but
rather pull together in all sorts of ways for the
glory of God (Our Saviour). In this session a
way forward of a meeting before Christmas
between Holy Trinity and the Executive
Council emerged and the convention was
pleased. 
Finances are still keenly monitored and
Acting ELCE Treasurer Rev. George Samiec
took the delegates and visitors through the
accounts of the ELCE and the ELCE Trust
Ltd. The accounts consolidate the three
aspects or parts of the ELCE – congrega-
tions, Westfield House and the rest or what he dubbed
‘ELCE Inc’ (think of Central Office, Lutheran Radio UK, and
our wider church relations) – and he emphasised that as
each part is financially healthy so the ELCE is financially
healthy. This year he spent a considerable part of his report
drawing attention to the realities and consequences of our
charity status and how that impacts us – how we are seen
and how we behave. What is becoming clear, for all sorts of
reasons, is that our synodical structure needs revisiting and
delegates were able to discuss in a Brainstorming Session
on Friday evening the ELCE Objects, financial sustainability,
and various future scenarios when you consider our politi-
cal, economic, social and technological environments. The
discussions will be collated – a verbal summary was given
on the Saturday – and distributed to the congregations. It
was good to talk and listen.
There is always the business of synod happening and this
year numerous resolutions. 
1. We gave thanks to God with gratitude for the 

Churches of the European Lutheran Conference and 
the International Lutheran Council and the wider 
church (especially remembering those suffering per-     
secution)

2. We appointed Jacob, Cavenagh and Skeet as auditors.
3. We adopted as a working document the revised and 

updated ELCE Student Aid Fund Rules and expressed 
numerous points about these rules and sought further 
clarification about specific student situations and the 
Executive Council will report back to the 2018 Synod.

4. Good Shepherd’s resolution regarding the use of modern 
English in the resolutions and business of synod was 
tabled for research particularly as to any legal ramifica-
tions. This topic will return in 2018.

5. Good Shepherd’s resolution for central guidance for  
ELCE ministerial resources was combined in spirit with 
the review of the ELCE structure (a separate resolution). 
Combined, these two resolutions have resulted in a 
synod wide discussion to happen before the 2018 

The Liturgists and Preachers

The Rev. Dr Joel Humann; The Rev. Dr Didzis Stilve

The Rev. Tapani Simojoki; The Rev. Steve Edge

The Rev. Dr Boris Gunjević; The Rev. George Samiec

The Rev. Jaime Kriger; The Rev. Jon Ehlers

Dignitaries
Mr John Bridge OBE DL – On behalf of HM Lord-
Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire Mrs Julie Spence
OBE QPM
Mrs Margaret Cooper – Churches at Castle Office
The Rev’d Susanne Fischer – German Lutheran
Church in Cambridge
Mr John Hipkin – Cambridge City Councillor for
Castle Ward
The Rev’d Ank Rigelsford – Churches at Castle
The Rev’d Alison Walker – 
Castle Street Methodist Church
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Convention about our organisational future. It 
means that congregations will need to be ready 
and willing to join in the discussions and, no 
doubt, meet together more throughout the next 
12 months.

6. The ELCE’s statement on Freemasonry prepared 
by the Commission on Theology and Social 
Concerns was adopted after considerable dis
cussion regarding the application of the state
ment. The convention hopes that the statement 
is read throughout the ELCE.

7. The resolution regarding the establishment of an 
arbitration process for disputes between individ-
ual congregations and the ELCE or ELCE Trust 
Ltd was passed and so the Executive Council 
will prepare such a process with the approval of 
the ELCE auditors and solicitors for returning to 
the convention in 2018.

8. Ascension’s resolution regarding changing our 
saying of the Nicene Creed to ‘for us and for our 
salvation’ was forwarded by the convention to 
the Barnes Conference (the ELCE’s Pastoral 
Conference) for comment. This matter will return 
in 2018.

9. The delegates granted another year’s ‘working 
status’ to the ‘Salary, Terms and conditions (17 
September 2015 edition)’ document while at the 
same time encouraging the Salary Review 
Committee to bring a completed document to the 
2018 Convention. The Salary Review Committee 
asked the congregations to provide feedback to 
help them finish the document while recognising  
that the material it covers should be reviewed 
every few years.

Synod Elections
Delegates elected the following people for a synodi-
cal term which is 3 years unless it is a replacement
due to a vacancy
Executive Council – Vice Chairman –
Rev. George Samiec
Executive Council – Secretary – 
Mrs Doreen Rosser
Executive Council – Treasurer – Vacant
Executive Council – Lay Councillor – 
Mr Reiner Thoelke 
Worship Committee – Dr Jo Brei-
Crawley and Dr Cynthia Lumley
Congregation Life Committee – 
Mr Jacob Fast and Rev. Dr Boris Gunjević 
Board for Overseas Mission – 
Mrs Joanna Passmore and Mr Paul Hill
Nominations Committee – 
Rev. Steve Edge
Board for Youth – Rev. Tapani Simojoki
Salary Review Committee – 
Mrs Ursula Thoelke and Rev. Steve Edge 
Delegates ratified the following people nominated
by the Barnes Conference to serve for 2 years:
Commission on Theological and Social
Concerns – 
Mr Geoff Gowers and Rev. Arno Bessel

Notice:
Following Synod, the Executive Council
met and co-opted Dr Cynthia Lumley to
serve on the Executive Council until the
position of Treasurer is filled thus main-
taining the proportion of laity (4) and cler-
gy (3) on the Council. Rev. George
Samiec agreed to continue as Acting
Treasurer for another year.

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Dr Robert Rosin asked the question,
‘The Reformation - is is still relevant?’
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Guest speaker, The Rev. Dr Robert Rosin, asked
the question, ‘The Reformation – is it still rele-
vant?’ and answered the question with a ‘Yes’
because the issue of sin and grace and God and
us – are still important issues today. We don’t
replicate Luther, so to speak, in our commemora-
tions but we can certainly learn from him how to
read the spiritual issues of the day and address
them. Dr Rosin challenged us to do the same.
ELCE Chairman, Rev. Jon Ehlers, asked ‘Is the
ELCE relevant?’ in his report to synod. In his
answer he pointed out that for a small church
body we have a lot going on – with regular wor-
ship, Westfield House and its students plus all the
church and university relationships that exist, our

work of commemorating 1517 – 2017 (including
the ELCE Reformation Bible, Luther Reading
Roadshows, and our presence at numerous ref-
ormation events throughout the ELCE, and the
launching of a book on early Lutheran martyrs in
the UK). The ELCE is increasingly involved in
ecumenical groups in the UK and the wider
Lutheran scene in Europe – at the formal church
relations level as well as at the Christian educa-
tion and discipleship level such as youth rallies
and Bible camps. Whether the ELCE is relevant
or not – we are largely invisible in this land – the
message we share and seek to live – the Gospel
– is the only thing this world truly needs.
The two days of convention also received reports

from the councils, committees, com-
missions, boards, and leagues
throughout the ELCE. These are all
contained in the two books of reports.
There is a lot going on! The Board for
Youth’s report concluded with Shania
and Ingrid Flor singing the song
Shania composed for the International
Youth Rally. The applause was enthu-
siastic!
Pastors Stilve, Edge, Gunjević, and
Ehlers preached on aspects of the
Reformation – Jesus Alone; Scripture
Alone; Grace Alone; Through Faith
Alone and each expanded this alien
righteousness we encounter in Christ
and what it means for our daily living
here and now. 
Synodical Convention 2017 saw a
synod of different congregations in
different situations walk together
harmoniously – not in lockstep – but

Shania and Ingrid Flor
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shoulder to shoulder – committed to praying for
each other and encouraging each other to daily
re-form – blinded by grace we see ourselves
not from the inside but from the outside – trust-
ing what God says to us in his Word through
Christ and seeking to live as individuals and
as congregations according to that Word.
And when we walk back together for another
convention we will be with Our Saviour in
Fareham (28th and 29th September 2018).
See you there!

Synodical conventions: good times to meet and chat!

Where do you get your shirts?
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The Last WordThe Last Word
Rev’d George Samiec

The photo below is of the congregation at the end of the closing service of
our synodical convention. From around the United Kingdom these folk –
and those who had already departed – are linked to the term ‘Lutheran’
and with that to the person, Martin Luther (1483 – 1546). I wonder what
Luther would have thought of us 500 years later? The 500th anniversary is
not commemorating the English Reformation (we have to await another 15 or so years) but
the precursor in Europe with the publishing of Luther’s 95 Theses – an academic work on
Christian living and Church affairs in the area of indulgences and repentance. I think Luther
had no idea what would be the outcome but increasingly galvanised by the power of the
Gospel, he lived and taught according to God’s declaration of justification of the sinner
because of Jesus. The rest, as they say, is history.
I wonder what Luther would think of the Christian Resources Exhibition? I imagine he’d be
stunned! Nevertheless Martin Luther wasn’t a Luddite. (Ok, he lived a few hundred years
before them!) What I mean is that Luther embraced new technology and for him it was the
printing press. Would Luther, today, have presented his arguments as 95 Tweets? Probably
not! But I imagine he’d be responding to the controversy via Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp,
and the like! He’d want the words, message, and story of Jesus ‘out there’.
All followers of Jesus want the world to know Jesus. That’s why the tiny Evangelical
Lutheran Church of England meets as a Synod. That’s the core of Westfield House. That’s
why the Christian Resources Exhibition happens. We can’t wind back the clock to the 1st
century. Part of our story of Jesus includes nearly 2,000 years of the history of Jesus’ fol-
lowers. Yet through it all, anchored in a cross and empty tomb, is the declaration that Jesus
still comes to each generation – to each person – with his presence, love, mercy, forgive-
ness, and help. Jesus is still washing his disciples’ feet and reaching out and touching the
unclean through words, water, bread and wine. Jesus is still giving us his life – one that will
never end.
And it is Jesus to whom this magazine, and all who are linked with it, point.
Thanks for reading!


